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Rachael Flood
Golden Square FNC
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Ady Nielson
Strathfieldsaye FNC
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Anthony Gray
South Bendigo FNC
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BFNL UNDER 18
 FOOTBALL
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www.bendigosbestsportfm.com
Listen Live Across Central Victoria on 101.5 FM  

or tune in to Community Radio Plus or TuneIn radio apps

Celebrating 40 Years continuous  
Live Central Victoria Live Football 

2026 SPONSORS
Don’s Small Goods • Jason Westcott Builder • Bendigo Electronics • Parson’s Towing 

Steve Barty Gas • Moon Bali Massage • Picture Art Plus  

Local footy – 
the place we wanna be.

It’s Fresh Live. 

On Air from 1.30pm

Bendigo FNL 
vs O&M FNL

FOOTY FRESH CALLING TEAM:  
Cameron Power, Jackson Saunders, Wayne Mitrovic,  

Mick Delaney and John Hunter

LIVE FROM BENDIGO'S QUEEN ELIZABETH OVAL
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Ruby Barkmeyer
Kangaroo Flat FNC

GAGA
BFNL OPEN
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nationalhc.com.au
6 Schoder St, Strathdale VIC 3550
Ph 5443 6333
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LA TROBE
SPORTS
CENTRE

LA TROBE
SPORTS
CENTRE

@latrobesport@latrobesport latrobe.edu.au/sportlatrobe.edu.au/sport

NEED A MID SEASON VENUE CHANGE
UP? BOOK THE LA TROBE SPORTS
CENTRE INDOOR COURTS FOR YOUR
CLUB’S NEXT TRAINING SESSION

NEED A MID SEASON VENUE CHANGE
UP? BOOK THE LA TROBE SPORTS
CENTRE INDOOR COURTS FOR YOUR
CLUB’S NEXT TRAINING SESSION

SCAN HERE TO HIRE 
OUR INDOOR COURT

SCAN HERE TO HIRE 
OUR INDOOR COURT

OPEN 
DAY
Bendigo 
24 August
9am - 2pm
23
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THE BENDIGO RECORD IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE BENDIGO FOOTBALL NETBALL LEAGUE
Printed by Bart ‘n’ Print, 20-22 Deborah Street, Bendigo VIC 3550

Important: The contents of this book have been carefully compiled, and are believed to be correct at the time of publication. The 
Executive of the BFNL, Bart ‘n’ Print, their Agents or Servants, do not, and will not hold themselves responsible whatsoever for any 

errors or omissions, whether caused by negligence or otherwise, relating to the contents of this book.
Please address all correspondence to: PO Box 415 Golden Square 3555, Phone (03) 5434 2400

Please send all material to be published in the BFNL Record to: footballnetball@bartnprint.com.au
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Mental health is major health issue faced by 
young people, affecting as many as one in four 
young Australians aged 12 to 25.
headspace Bendigo helps young people who are 
going through a tough time.
Young people can access headspace Bendigo 
free of charge with experienced health 
professionals that deliver youth friendly services 
including: mental health and counselling; general 
and sexual health; education and employment and 
alcohol and other drug services.
headspace Bendigo is here to help you (or 
someone you know) if you:
• are feeling down, stressed or can’t stop 

worrying
• haven’t felt like yourself for a long time
• can’t deal with school or finding it difficult to 

concentrate

• are feeling sick or worried about your health
• want to cut down on your drinking or drug use
• want to talk about sexuality, identity or 

relationships
• are having difficulties with friendships
• have sexual health issues or want to find out 

about contraception
• are being bullied, hurt or harassed
• are worried about work or study or if you’re 

having money trouble
12-25 year olds can get health advice, support and 
information from headspace Bendigo by calling 
5434 5345 or by dropping into the headspace 
Bendigo at 78-80 Pall Mall, Bendigo.
You can also find us on facebook, headspace.
org.au and eheadspace (eheadspace.org.au) or 
1800 650 890.
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Gifts Under $100Gifts Under $50Gifts Under $25

Gifts Under $200 Gifts Under $500

Tee-up the best gifts for Dad this

Ends 1st September 2024. Conditions apply.
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Gisborne 106Castlemaine 12
Sandhurst 81Strathfieldsaye 26
South Bendigo40Golden Square 42

Gisborne 72Castlemaine 19
Sandhurst 44Strathfieldsaye45
Maryborough51Eaglehawk 37
South Bendigo51Golden Square48

Gisborne 71Castlemaine 30
Sandhurst 45Strathfieldsaye35
Maryborough 15Eaglehawk58
South Bendigo 43Golden Square 29

Gisborne82Castlemaine 23
Sandhurst 58Strathfieldsaye 32
Maryborough 26Eaglehawk 54
South Bendigo 45Golden Square 27

Gisborne37Castlemaine37
Sandhurst51Strathfieldsaye36
Maryborough48Eaglehawk 30
South Bendigo 20Golden Square 69

Netball Results
A GradePWLDFAP%

Gisborne 13121077536848210.60
Kangaroo Flat 13112088240444218.32
Sandhurst 13112081943444188.71
Strathfieldsaye 146805256432481.65
Eaglehawk 136704606542470.34
Golden Square 1441004977581665.57
South Bendigo 132110432628868.79
Castlemaine 131120412913445.13

A ReservePWLDFAP%

Gisborne 15150096943260224.31
Strathfieldsaye 15114076061144124.39
Kangaroo Flat 15104177059642129.19
Sandhurst 15105075555940135.06
Maryborough 1595163563438100.16
South Bendigo 1551005907682076.82
Castlemaine 1531205498321265.99
Eaglehawk 152130528814864.86
Golden Square 162140532842863.18

B ReservePWLDFAP%

Sandhurst 15150093342860217.99
Gisborne 15132086947552182.95
Kangaroo Flat 15105068252540129.90
Strathfieldsaye 15105075659440127.27
South Bendigo 1587067156032119.82
Eaglehawk 1569061858524105.64
Golden Square 1641205267781667.61
Castlemaine 152130490899854.51
Maryborough 1501503641065034.18

B GradePWLDFAP%

Gisborne 15141089845456197.80
Sandhurst 15132084552052162.50
Kangaroo Flat 15132073750852145.08
Strathfieldsaye 1596071667236106.55
South Bendigo 156816306842692.11
Castlemaine 1551005206872075.69
Eaglehawk 1541016177511882.16
Golden Square 1631305637601274.08
Maryborough 150150383873043.87

17 & UnderPWLDFAP%

Golden Square 16151091454360168.32
Sandhurst 15141092941356224.94
Maryborough 15114063859744106.87
Strathfieldsaye 1578064660828106.25
Castlemaine 1568168565726104.26
Gisborne 1568168466326103.17
South Bendigo 1551004816372075.51
Eaglehawk 1531203807701249.35
Kangaroo Flat 150150328797041.15
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with Richard Jones

BFL finals close as 1926 
season winds up

Just as the finals loomed closer during 
the 1926 season power club Sandhurst 
warmed up for the big games ahead with a 
convincing late season win.
The Maroons downed arch-rivals South 
Bendigo at the Upper Reserve (later known as 
the QEO).
Also on the winner’s list close to a century 
ago --- 98 years, to be exact --- Castlemaine 
downed Eaglehawk by 34 points at Canterbury 
Park while Echuca snuk home in a close one 
over arch-rivals Rochester by less than a goal.
That match ended in near darkness, so even 
though it was late August the timekeepers 
mustn’t have been keeping very close eyes on 
the time clock.
And as was the custom back-in-the-day 
the BFL Football Follower record included a 
weekly update on the then VFL.
There was just a Top Four all those years ago 
with Collingwood, Geelong, Melbourne and 
Carlton occupying the leading ladder positions.
Battling with Carlton for fourth spot and the 
last place before the 1926 finals started were 
Essendon, Richmond and South Melbourne 
which, of course, now plays as the Sydney 
Swans in the AFL.
They’ve retained the traditional red and white 
colours, but no longer sport the striking red V 
on the front of the guernsey.
But back to the BFL’s 1926 season late in the 
action.
Castlemaine booted 6.5 to 1.0 in the opening 
term against the Hurst Maroons in the 
concluding home-and-away fixture.
And although the Maroons got within four 
points late in the piece the Magpies held on for 

victory by less than a goal and finished the ’26 
season in second position.
It wasn’t over when the final bell sounded, 
however.
The central umpire indicated he was reporting 
the Maine for providing inappropriate change-
room facilities and added to his paperwork 
by reporting a Castlemaine official for “using 
insulting language “ towards him.
Fortunately for Castlemaine with the finals 
only a week away no fines --- or more 
importantly, no suspensions --- resulted from 
the field umpire’s allegations.
The Maroons, meanwhile, beat Eaglehawk 
in the second last round before losing to the 
Maine as noted above.
They had the BFL’s leading goalkicker for 1926 
in Percy Forbes who nailed 70 majors.
He’d booted 10 goals in the penultimate 
home-and-away round against Eaglehawk 
but Forbes’ feat was almost overshadowed by 
the central umpire’s performance.
He handed out an amazing, for the times and 
possibly for all time, 154 free kicks: 88 to the 
Hawks and 66 to Sandhurst.
And just for the record, here are the 1926 grand 
final scores  --- BFL: Castlemaine 13.18 (96) 
def. S’hurst 8.16 (64). VFL: Melbourne 17.17 
(119) def. Collingwood 9.8 (62).
The loss must have spurred the Victoria Park 
Magpies on because they won the next four 
flags in-a-row, 1927-1930: four consecutive 
premierships still the VFL/AFL record.
Three-in-a-row over the hapless Richmond 
Tigers and the fourth, in 1930, over Geelong.

Reflections . . .
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